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Overview

Founded in 1963, The Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK) is a forward looking comprehensive research 
university with a global vision and a mission to combine tradition with modernity, and to bring together China 
and the West. CUHK was ranked 23 rd in the QS World University Rankings 2016 by Subject - Accounting and 
Finance.
 
Situated in the New Territories overlooking the Tolo Harbor with over 137 hectares in size, the CUHK campus 
is the largest and greenest in the city. CUHK teachers and students hail from all corners of the world. CUHK 
has over 20,000 undergraduate and postgraduate students, 3,000 of whom come from regions outside Hong 
Kong. CUHK graduates are connected worldwide through an expansive alumni network. 

There are eight Faculties offering a wide array of excellent undergraduate and postgraduate programs. CUHK 
is the only tertiary education institution with Nobel Prize Laureates serving as professors, including Professor 
Chen Ning Yang, Professor Sir James Mirrlees, Professor Robert Mundell and Professor Sir Charles Kao. 

The CUHK Business School is a leading business school and a pioneer in business Education. The School has 
over 4,600 full-time and part-time students and has the largest business school alumni network in Hong 
Kong with over 30,000 alumni worldwide. The School is located in the Cheng Yu Tung Building, a world class, 
15-storey architecturally designed teaching and research facility.
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About Us

The Quantitative Finance (QFIN) Program took in 
its first batch of students in 1998 with the objective 
of training individuals wishing to pursue careers in 
financial industry.

The QFIN Program responds to the market’s need 
for individuals with high-caliber quantitative and 
analytical skills in today’s globalized economy. The 
Program positions students to better understand new 
developments in the financial industry with specially 
designed courses in finance, mathematics, statistics, 
and information technology. Practical courses such 
as Fund Management and Asset Allocation  and 
Banking and Finance Practicum are also offered to 
provide a bridge between the classroom and the 
real world of banking and finance. A guest speaker 
series gives students ample opportunities to discuss 
current finance-related issues of interest with industry 
experts. 

QFIN Program graduates will be ideally suited for 
positions requiring strong quantitative skills for 
the purposes of valuation, portfolio analysis, asset 
allocation, credit analysis, risk modeling, capital 
budgeting, structured finance, etc. The Program also 
provides a good foundation for careers in investment 
banking, commercial and corporate banking, financial 
services, accounting and general management, or 
for pursuit of further advanced studies. There are 
about 700 alumni and 260 students in the Program 
currently. 



Program

Admission Requirements

Local Students (JUPAS) 

Local students who apply for admission on the 
strength of the Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary 
Education (HKDSE) Examination should apply 
through JUPAS. Two JUPAS sub-systems – 
School Principals’ Nominations and the Self 
Recommendation Scheme are available for JUPAS 
applicants.

Minimum Entrance Requirements

JUPAS applicants seeking admission on the strength 
of HKDSE (JUPAS Code: 4252) need: 

• Level 3 or above in Chinese Language, English 
Language, Mathematics

• Level 2 or above in Liberal Studies

• Level 3 or above in any two elective subjects NOTE

 
NOTE : The two subjects may include:

(i) 2 New Senior Secondary elective subjects; or
(ii) 1 New Senior Secondary elective subject and Mathematics (Extended 

Part) Module I or Module II.

 

Non-local & Non-JUPAS Students 

For details on admission channels and admission 
requirements for international students, mainland 
students and non-JUPAS students, please contact 
CUHK Office of Admissions and Financial Aid or visit 
the website at http://www.oafa.cuhk.edu.hk/.

Scholarships and Financial Aid

The University, its constituent Colleges and CUHK 
Business School offer a number of scholarships, 
prizes and academic awards to give due recognition 
to students who have demonstrated academic 
excellence and outstanding performance in other 
areas, such as creativity, community services and 
leadership. 

With the generous support and donations from 
alumni of the QFIN Program, the QFIN Alumni 
Scholarships were established in 2014. These are not 
necessarily large donations, but collectively, they can 
make a big difference in the lives of our students!



Some of the universities QFIN students have attended 
are listed below: 

Czech Republic
• University of Economics,  
 Prague

France
• Ecole des Hautes Etudes  
 Commerciales du Nord

• Institut d'Etudes Politiques  
 de Paris

• Sciences Po

Denmark
• Copenhagen  
 Business School

Ireland
• The University of Dublin,  
 Trinity College

• University College Dublin

The Netherlands
• Amsterdam University College

• Erasmus University

• Maastricht University

• Tilburg University

Switzerland
• University of St. Gallen

• University of Zurich

Italy
• Bocconi University

• Universita Carlo Cattaneo

• Universita Commerciale L. Bocconi

Mexico
• University of Monterrey

UK
• Aston University

• City University London

• Emmanuel College,  
 University of Cambridge

• London School of Economics  
 and Political Science

• University of Manchester

• St Catherine’s College,  
 University of Oxford

Canada

• HEC Montreal 

• McGill University

• Queen’s University

• Simon Fraser University

• University of Alberta

• University of British Columbia

USA

• American University

• Emory University

• Miami University

• Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute

• University of California –  
 Berkeley, Davis, Los Angeles,  
 San Diego

• University of Hawaii at Manoa

• University of Illinois at Urbana –  
 Champaign

• The University of North Carolina  
 at Greensboro

• The University of North Carolina  
 at Chapel Hill

• University of Miami

• University of Notre Dame

• University of Pennsylvania  
 (Wharton School)

• University of Texas at Austin

• University of Washington

• Washington University in St. Louis

• University of Ottawa

• University of Toronto

• University of Victoria

• York University

Overseas Exchange



Australia
• Australian National University

• Monash University

• RMIT University

• The University of Sydney 

• University of Adelaide

Japan
• Waseda University

Korea
• Korea University

• Seoul National University

Poland
• Warsaw School of  
 Economics

Sweden
• Lund University

• University of Gothenburg

• Uppsala University

Singapore
• Nanyang Technological  
 University

• National University of  
 Singapore

• Singapore Management  
 University

Finland
• University of Oulu

China
• Fudan University

• Peking University

• Shanghai Jiao Tong University

• Tsinghua University

• Xi’an Jiao Tong University

• Zhejiang University 

Students with diverse international exposure will  
better appreciate opportunities in dynamic global 
business environments. Going on exchange is indeed 
one of the best ways for students to explore the world, 
develop their potential and understand different  
cultures. 

• Over 95% of our students go on exchange to  
at least one of the 70 cities in 19 countries on  
6 continents

• Students may go on summer, one-semester or 
one-year exchanges from their second year of 
studies onwards under the Program’s flexible 
study scheme

• Students can go on 2 or even 3 exchanges to 
maximize their experience



Chris CHAN  
University of St. Gallen
Switzerland

Exchanging to the University of  
St. Gallen was definitely one of the 
most unforgettable experiences 
in my life. Talking about academic 
work, students work very hard 
there and the learning curve 
is very steep. I was always inspired during the 
discussions with them.

Apart from studying, travelling is another thing you 
must do during exchange. Switzerland is one of the 
best places in the world, with nice and friendly people 
and astonishing sceneries. It is a country where you 
can truly embrace the beauty of nature. It is also 
located at the center of Europe, which allows you 
to travel to other countries at low cost. The culture 
and flexibility of QFIN has provided me a wonderful 
exchange experience, and made me more prepared 
for all the upcoming challenges and opportunities. 
Grasp the chance, explore and enjoy!

Agnes FONG  
University of California, Los Angeles
USA

Being an exchange student, I 
could not help but admire the 
u n b e l i e v a b l y  h a rd -w o r k i n g 
students at UCLA. The ancient 
Powell Library was packed no 
matter whether it was lunch time 
or mid-night. They often go to lecturers’ office hours 
as part of their regular learning routine. To alleviate 
the stress during finals, there’s a special tradition 
called “Midnight Howl” when every student screams 
loudly when the clock strikes 12. Besides studies, I 
joined numerous students’ activities, including a ski 
trip, a singing contest, and a table tennis team. I am 
amazed how many first-time experiences I had during 
the two quarters, and how many lasting friendships I 
made with students there. 

Los Angeles is a star-packed city. I shook hands with 
celebrities during the film premier in Westwood and 
joined the crowd at the red carpets during the Oscars. 
If you enjoy Hollywood films, Los Angeles is definitely 
the right choice for your exchange studies!

Our Exchange Sharing



James GUITO 
Peking University
China

You have got to spare at least 
a semester abroad! I am really 
grateful  to have gone on an 
exchange to Peking University, 
and to be expecting another to 
Bocconi University. Although 
my initial inclination was to absorb the academic 
excellence from the best establishment in the whole 
of Mainland China, I soon switched to exploration-
mode. New friends, extraordinary travelling, and a 
myriad of extra-curricular activities have been the 
highlights of my program, and should be everyone’s 
too. 

I did not speak Mandarin before going to Beijing. 
Do not EVER be discouraged by your lack of 
language abilities and rule out a region from your 
exchange options. Explore the possibilities instead. 
I emboldened myself to take some courses in 
Putonghua. 

Go on exchange programs; work really hard; make 
new international friends, and attend unique classes 
not offered in CUHK. These experiences will benefit 
you for the rest of your life. Good Luck!

Benjamin CHAN 
Ecole des Hautes Etudes Commerciales (HEC)
France

It's impossible to not fall in love 
with an exper ience l ike this. 
HEC Paris offered a wide variety 
of professional and interactive 
courses. Through working with 
local students on group projects, 
I met a lot of new friends and with whom I shared 
our own culture. These experiences gave me global 
insights and broadened my social circle. 

Living in Paris is simply awesome as well. Imagine 
when you finish your lesson in the afternoon, you can 
spend your evening with a cup of warm chocolate 
in Angelina Café, and then go for a night visit to the 
Louvre. On weekends, just grab your backpack and 
set off for a trip to Champagne. Exchange is literally 
my best experience so far. You shouldn’t miss it!



Internship 
& Career Development 

The QFIN Program offers individual and group career coaching, training and advice. A number of career training 
workshops covering all aspects of the job hunting process will be held in the first semester and early in the 
second semester. These will equip students with a complete set of skills and techniques, from identification of 
leads, to CV writing, interviewing and job hunting strategies. There will also be practical coaching and drilling 
such as mock interviews, sharing sessions with the alumni and industry professionals, mentorship and buddy 
programs and so on.

Students are strongly encouraged to take part in these career activities early on in their studies to gain a clear 
picture and good understanding of the expectations and challenges of finding a job or an internship.

Through the internship program, participating companies provide full-time on-the-job training to students 
through their normal operating activities. Participating students may take leaves of absence for one or more 
semesters to enroll in this program. Internships provide valuable opportunities for students to gain exposure 
to the professional environment over and above that offered through class and related activities. Internships 
can take place in Hong Kong or overseas, greatly enhancing the quality of education provided by CUHK and 
improving students’ competitiveness in the job market.

• QFIN students who graduated in 2015-16 on average completed 3 internships prior to graduation
• Over 90% have done at least one internship in a finance-related institution
• Many have done internships overseas, including Shenzhen, Beijing, Qingdao and Shanghai in the Mainland, 

as well as Taipei, Tokyo, Singapore, New York, London and Frankfurt

The QFIN Program has established a strong network with the industry both locally and internationally. The 
positive experience of taking on QFIN interns has made companies more willing to make return offers to our 
students upon graduation.



Dora GU  
Year 5 Student

I  love the QFIN fami ly,  and i ts  suppor t  has 
accompanied me during my whole university life. 
Through the program, I had valuable chances to 
get to know people from diverse fields within the 
financial industry, and the chances of heading into 
the real financial world is what makes me proud 
of myself being a member of QFIN. Over the past 
four years, it is amazing that there have been so 
many great internship opportunities introduced by 
the program, and career guidance provided by the 
department and university career centre. Thanks to 
these valuable chances, I was able to have numerous 
internship exposures in the fields and companies 
that attracted me a lot,  including Symmetry 
Investments, Ontario Teachers’ Pension Plan, Guotai 
Asset Management, Morgan Stanley (Sales &Trading), 
CICC (HK) Proprietary Trading Desk and Manulife 
Asset Management. The program helped my dream 
to be a successful student with broad financial vision 
comes true,  I am proud to be a member of the QFIN 
family. Joining it was one of the most meaningful 
decisions I have made.

Theresa LEE 
Year 5 Student
Morgan Stanley

I worked as a Summer Analyst 
in  the R isk  Team in Trading 
Operations in Morgan Stanley. 
Work ing with a team of r isk 
managers f rom Hong Kong, 
Glasgow, New York and Baltimore 
has certainly enriched my understanding of risk 
management and the importance of this role to 
the firm. Throughout my 10-week internship in 
this global team, I was involved in several projects 
providing suggestions for the senior management 
to enhance the current practices and systems 
adopted by operations. I enjoyed a lot working on 
these projects as I could understand the roles and 
responsibilities of other teams and demonstrate my 
analytical skills through conducting these analyses. 

Besides, the internship program is a very well-
structured one with plenty of sharing sessions and 
networking events, where we can meet people with 
diverse backgrounds and expand our network. I am 
more than grateful for the exposure to the industry 
given by this internship. 

Our Internship Sharing



Ga Hou CHEUN 
Year 3 Student
HSBC Global Markets

As a summer analyst for trading 
at HSBC Global Markets, I had the 
chance to work on the trading 
floor, and witnessed the impacts of 
the EU Referendum first hand. I was 
placed into the rates trading team, 
and had the unique opportunity to price swaps, which 
also included communication with a vast number of 
sales and traders.

The most memorable aspect of this internship was 
not just the work, but the people which I came across, 
which included a number of QFIN seniors and alumni. 
Not only did they help me settle in; they also shared 
their experiences and valuable advice with me. It was 
definitely a testament to the reach and influence of the 
QFIN family, of which I am a proud member!

Shea BAI 
2016 Graduate
Western Asset

The experience as a Summer Intern 
at Western Asset Management 
Company in California was of great 
benefit to me in many ways. Firstly, 
through on-the-job training, the 
internship program provided me 
with inside exposure to the techniques, methodologies 
and expertise within a corporate fixed-income-
oriented work environment as well as the decision 
making process of the investment management 
industry. I figured out my career interest and came back 
to Hong Kong with a clearer goal. At the same time, 
through working with cross-functional department 
teams, I saw how quantitative methods and financial 
models could be put into practical application 
effectively in the real business world. This made me 
realize the gap between academic study and industry. 
Most importantly, I learnt how to communicate with 
people from different backgrounds and quickly adapt 
to a work place with a new culture. Thanks to the well-
structured program, during the networking events and 
academic workshops every week, I was able to meet 
professionals from different departments and kept in 
touch with them. I also enjoyed several special festivals 
and was invited to local friends’ houses for dinner. The 
glamorous atmosphere there was really unforgettable.



Lucas LI 
Year 4 Student
Standard Chartered Bank

I worked as a summer intern at 
the Investment Banking – Power & 
Infrastructure / Technology, Media 
& Telecommunications Team in 
SCB. My role was to assist bankers 
to pitch and live deals by preparing 
pitch books and peer comparable analysis for 
discussion with clients, and to support due diligence 
and financial modelling for credit approvals. Working 
with senior bankers on ongoing transaction helped 
me learn their thinking processes and gave me much 
insight into the investment banking business.

SCB gave me the chance to work with people from 
diverse backgrounds – people from the US, UK, 
Singapore, India and many more places. It was exciting 
to have such an international exposure. People were 
nice, inspiring and help me a lot in my daily work, and 
most importantly, in my career development. It was 
truly a precious experience for which I am grateful.

Edmond FOK
Year 4 Student
Bank of America Merrill Lynch

My summer internship at BAML’s 
Chief Financial Office was a fruitful 
one. I mainly assisted in projects 
related to regulatory reporting. The 
tasks were challenging in terms of 
complexity and timeline, but that 
made me grow. I have learnt more about the Basel III 
rules and how banks meet the requirements. Moreover, 
through meetings with different seniors, I got to know 
more about how the whole CFO group controls the 
business and gives strategic advice.
 
My other major takeaway was that I learnt to be open 
and proactively reach out to different people. Rather 
than simply spending all our effort on our own work, 
talking to different people can allow us to know the 
broader picture and connect the dots. I believe that is 
an effective way to learn.

Tiffany HSU 
Year 4 Student
Willis Towers Watson, Taipei

“Embracing Complexity, Unlocking 
Potentials.” My summer internship 
at Benefits Department of Willis 
Towers Watson in Taiwan was 
a valuable experience. During 
the three months, I worked with 
more than 130 clients for the analysis reports. It was 
a fantastic opportunity to learn how to cooperate 
with colleagues and interact with clients properly and 
become a professional consultant.

Willis Towers Watson has been the dream destination 
for  count less  young people  seek ing better 
opportunities or more promising futures. I enjoyed 
a lot working in such a multi-faceted and dynamic 
division. That being said, it was a challenging job to 
grasp concepts promptly and present high-quality 
deliverables. But thanks to my colleagues, working with 
people from diverse backgrounds always gave me a lot 
of inspiration. I am grateful for the 13-week internship 
exposure to the consulting firm that interests me a lot. 



Bruce LEUNG 
Year 4 Student
Jefferies Asia

My internship exper ience as 
a Jefferies trading intern was 
definitely the most exciting role 
I  have ever played. My usual 
day started at 6:30 A.M., with a 
bunch of emails and overnight 
news awaiting.  For a junior guy in the team, the most 
important tasks are providing traders market colours 
and answering client requests. Clients sometimes will 
ask deep questions which requires extensive research, 
and that's how an intern contributes to senior traders. 
Despite the early start to the work day, traders can 
usually leave after markets close, so I think this role can 
provide substantial work-life balance. If you prefer a 
fast paced and breath-taking environment, the trading 
floor would be your right choice.

Andrew CHOW 
Year 3 Student
Bloomberg L.P.

My summer internship at Bloomberg L.P. was an 
insightful and remarkable experience. Working in the 
research arm of the company, Bloomberg Intelligence, 
my job duties were to generate research ideas and 
thematic trends through analysis of company filings 
and announcements, while delving deep into the 
financial data in order to evaluate the current and 
future prospects of a certain corporation or industry. 
I also had the opportunity to directly communicate 
with investors and managers at investor meetings, 
understanding the real world interactions and the 
response of the market to each event. 

The Bloomberg culture is the biggest reason which 
made this entire experience so fulfilling and enjoyable. 
In an environment that actively encouraged frequent 
communication, in a team that focused on getting 
things done, I became, during my 10 weeks internship, 
a completely different person.  The diversity and 
exposure was more than excellent, and I am extremely 
grateful to this internship program.



Some of our past Internship Partners include:

ABN AMRO
Accenture Co. Ltd.
AIA Group
Allianz Global Investors
Bain & Company
Bank of America Merrill Lynch
Bank of China
Bank of Communications
Bank of Tokyo-Mitsubishi UFJ
Barclays
BlackRock
Bloomberg L.P.
BNP Paribas
BOCI-Prudential 
CASH Financial Services Group
CFA Institute
China Alpha Investment Management
China Merchants Securities
CICC
CIMB Securities
CITIC Securities International
Citigroup
Commerzbank AG
Commonwealth Bank of Australia
Crédit Agricole CIB
Credit Suisse
DBS
Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu
Deutsche Bank
Ernst & Young
Eurex Frankfurt AG
Fidelity International
Forbes Private Capital Group
FTSE Group
Fullgoat Asset Management
Goldman Sachs (Asia) LLC
Guotai Junan Securities

Haitong International Securities
Hang Seng Bank
HKEX
Hong Kong Economic Times
Hong Kong Monetary Authority
HSBC
ING Life Insurance
Jefferies
JP Morgan
Julius Baer
KPMG
Macquarie Securities
Manulife (International)
McKinsey & Company
MCM Asia Limited
Morgan Stanley
MSCI Hong Kong Limited
National Australia Bank
Nomura 
Ontario Teachers’ Pension Plan
P&G
PricewaterhouseCoopers
Rabobank International
S&P Capital IQ
Schroders Investment Management
Securities & Futures Commission of Hong Kong
Shenyin Wanguo (HK) Limited
Société Générale
Standard Chartered Bank
State Street Bank
Sun Hung Kai Properties
Symmetry Investments
The Royal Bank of Scotland
UBS
Western Asset Management
Willis Towers Watson 
Zhongtai International



Extra-Curricular 
Activities 

Bill WU 
Champion
Global Business Case Competition 2015(GBCC)  

Joining a case competition is one 
of the best ways to put theories 
into practice and strengthen 
analytical skills. I joined the Global 
B u s i n e s s  Ca s e  Co m p e t i t i o n 
held in Seattle and our team 
competed with schools from 11 
other countries. The Competition started with 3-day 
networking activities. We were required participants to 
deliver a comprehensive business consulting solution 
for the global expansion of a solar panel manufacturer 
based in U.S. in 48 hours. Our team finally took home 
the championship.

The competition has made me realize how to deliver 
an appealing and convincing story in a 20-minute 
presentation after conducting in-depth research and 
analysis in 48 hours. Watching the presentation of 
other teams and post-competition discussion revealed 
a wider variety of analyzing techniques. But most 
importantly, I further broadened my global network 
and gained career and life aspirations from the elites of 
other countries.

Our Extra-Curricular Activities Sharing

Candy NG
Participant
Cross-border Study Tour for Post-secondary 
Financial Talents 2016  

I was very pleased to be one of the 
representatives of CUHK joining 
this meaningful program. In the 
program, I paid visits to government 
bodies and financial regulators in 
Hong Kong and Shanghai. Through 
this, I got a better understanding of the differences in 
market operation and regulatory standards in these 
two places. I had the chance to spend five weeks 
working in a Chinese enterprise. This was a fresh 
experience for me since the working culture in Chinese 
enterprises is quite different from those in Hong Kong. 
In Chinese enterprises, the importance of seniority is 
significant and highlighted while local companies put 
more emphasis on the interaction among different 
levels of the company. And most importantly, in 
this tour, I made friends with students from other 
universities. Exchanging ideas with them was inspiring 
and made the tour very enjoyable. 

Besides exchange programs, QFIN students are also 
actively engaged in voluntary service, joint-university 
conferences and international competitions to 
broaden their horizons. Networking with students 
and industry professionals and competing with global 
top-tier universities, our students are well equipped to 
enter a wide range of roles in finance and beyond.



Renee LEUNG
Champion
Peak Time 2016  

It was really my pleasure to be part 
of CUHK case competition team 
this year, participating in Global 
Business Case. The experience of 
competing in the Global Business 
Case Competition helped me to 
win the Peak Time, another international business case 
competition. 

The final round of Peak Time was held in Riga, Latvia, 
which provided me a once in a lifetime opportunity 
to visit this old-style city. The competition itself was 
exceptionally challenging and demanding. Not only 
did we do two case studies and presentations in four 
hours each, we also competed with other teams in 
a business simulation, in which we had to analyse 
data and make decisions every hour using the CESIM 
platform. It was the first time for me to do a short case 
like that. However we were able to manage the time 
well, and presented a sound business plan which was 
well appreciated by the judges.

Joining case competitions not only gives you the 
opportunity to put the knowledge learnt in school into 
practice; it also enhances your problem solving, team 
working and presentation skills. Most importantly, you 
also learn about different companies and industries 
through doing case competitions as every case is 
different.



CFA Partner Institution

The CFA Institute has officially recognized the QFIN 
Program as a partner program, giving assurance 
that our curriculum is closely tied to professional 
practice and is well suited for preparing students for 
CFA examinations and ultimately employment in the 
finance and investment industry.

The partnership status certifies that the Program 
covers 70 percent of the Level I  topics of the 
CFA Program Candidate Body of Knowledge and 
CFA Institute ethical and professional standards. 
Students studying in the Program are entitled to 
CFA Institute curriculums, an exclusive online Level 
I sample examination, journals, webcasts, and other 
educational resources, and are eligible to to apply for 
Level I CFA examination scholarships.

Program Activities

Finance Trading 
Laboratory

Practical training courses on trading are offered as 
part of the Program. In addition to the in-house 
expertise found at our Business School, a number 
of firms and associations provide their support 
and expert practitioner advice and training to our 
students in these courses. The Trading Laboratory, 
with 53 desks, is among the best of its kind in the 
world on a university campus.

The Laborator y is  equipped with Bloomberg 
terminals and is supported by unparalleled real time 
data feeds from major exchanges around the world 
including the New York Stock Exchange, the Hong 
Kong Stock Exchange and Eurex, one of the world’s 
leading derivatives exchanges.



SONG Shiyu 
Year 4 Student, QFRM

Th ro u g h  t h e  C U H K  Fi n a n c e 
D epar tment ,  QF IN s tudents 
have access to a world class 
financial trading laboratory, where 
Bloomberg, Reuters and many 
other databases are available.  
I benefited a lot form using this trading laboratory: the 
up-to-date research reports provided me with different 
perspectives of the financial world; real-time data feed 
allowed me to be connected with the global markets; 
the news, chart and graph functions from Bloomberg 
also saved my time for analysis. Equipped with such 
powerful tools, students are more efficient when 
participating in trading or case competitions.

Our Program Activities Sharing

Kingsley JIN
2016 Graduate  

QFIN program offers a banking and finance practicum 
course, which is designed for senior QFIN students 
to apply our skills on real financial jobs. I had a 
great experience of taking this course under the  
co-organization of the QFIN Program Office and an 
external financial institution in my last semester at 
college. The course was well structured, blending 
extensive mentoring with fantastic learning. 

Over the course, we were divided into small teams, 
assigned to stocks that were not widely covered by 
big banks, and were required to write an initiation 
stock coverage report. Under the financial institution 
analysts' instructions and the guidance from the 
lecturers, we learnt to research and analyse the stock 
from an equity research analyst's perspective and 
we further improved our financial modelling skills by 
completing an operating model for the company we 
covered. Our QFIN program office and the financial 
institution provided great support during the process 
and we also benefited from their comments on our 
final presentations at the end of the course. This course 

offered access to financial professional work for our 
students and further demonstrated QFIN's strong 
career service. 

Charlie LIU
Year 5 Student

The real world of finance is very 
much different from what we 
learn from books, and that’s why 
practical experience is so critical 
in this industry. I am very grateful 
that as a QFIN student, I had the 
privilege to take the Banking and Finance Practicum 
course, which provided me with priceless real-life 
exposures to the equity research industry.

Though being part of the curriculum offered by 
QFIN, the practicum course is actually more like an 
“apprenticeship” or “internship” than a typical “course”. 
Instead of attending lectures, we communicate face-
to-face with industry experts and equity research 
analysts from the external financial institution; instead 
of doing homework and taking exams, we present 
our original equity ideas and research reports in front 
of senior managers of the research department – and 
they challenge you just like you are a real analyst! The 
challenging but exciting course not only equipped 
us with the technical skills essential to succeed in 
this highly demanding industry, but also gave us 
precious insights into how research analysts really 
work in the “mysterious” investment banks. It was 
definitely a memorable experience, and I would 
definitely recommend any young talent interested in 
the finance industry to apply for the QFIN program 
for the countless academic and career resources it 
provides especially the practicum courses. 



Society of Quantitative 
Finance (QFiS)

QFIN students experience a broad range of activities 
through the Society of Quantitative Finance (QFiS).  
The objectives of QFiS are to:

• promote the QFIN Program within and outside 
CUHK;

• bridge the gap between students and the 
business sector;

• keep members abreast of the ever-changing 
business environment; and

• promote a sense of belonging among members.

Quantitative Finance 
Alumni Association (QFAA)

The Quantitative Finance Alumni Association (QFAA) 
aims to:

• maintain and nurture a close relationship among 
QFIN alumni; and

• develop alumni networks in the business world.

Seminars and job referral programs are examples 
of the activities organized. All serve to help alumni 
and current students keep abreast of the latest 
financial market developments. These activities are 
also complemented by social gatherings designed to 
foster and promote alumni relations.

Student & 
Alumni Organizations





Quantitative Finance 
Alumni Scholarships

Mr. Anthony NGAI  
2004 Graduate 

The Quantitative Finance Alumni 
Scholarships for Outstanding 
Student and Overseas Exchange 
are awards supporting Quantitative 
Finance students at the Chinese 
University of Hong Kong. The 
prestigious scholarships were established in 2010 by a 
group of generous alumni and other benefactors from 
the Business School, under the direction of Professor 
Dennis Fan. The purposes of these scholarships are 
to provide opportunities for exceptional individuals 
to pursue their studies in oversea universities and 
promote excellence and recognition in the program. 

The awardees are chosen not only for their outstanding 
scholarly achievements, but for their character, 
commitment to others in the program and potential 
for leadership. 

The Quantitative Finance Alumni Scholarships 
selection committee will be seeking young women 
and men of outstanding intellect, character, leadership, 
and commitment to service. Candidates for the 
scholarships are subjected to an extremely rigorous 
selection process. Shortlisted candidates are given a 
series of interviews by a selection committee chaired 
by alumni representatives. At present, one Outstanding 
Student and two Overseas Exchange scholarships are 
awarded each year.

Outstanding
Student Award 2016

Sam WONG  
2016 Graduate 

I am extraordinarily honored to 
receive the Quantitative Finance 
Alumni Outstanding Student 
Award. I truly thank the alumni for 
their generosity and the program 
office for its support all the way 
through. This award does not only mark a perfect 
end to my QFIN life, but also the beginning of a new 
adventure.  

The QFIN program has made me a more all-rounded 
individual with an international mind, ready for the 
coming adventure in the real business world. Looking 
back at my QFIN life, I interned in banks, went to the 
WTO Headquarters for a student conference, studied 
in Oxford as a visiting student, took part in numerous 
competitions and lifted some trophies. All these 
eye-opening experiences, together with the hard 
knowledge taught in class, are now invaluable assets 
for me.  

Had it not been for the QFIN program, my time at 
CUHK would not have been that fruitful and fulfilling. 
What I learnt in the QFIN program has prepared me 
well to take up different challenges I will face after my 
graduation. Get the most out of the QFIN program. Set 
your sights on a wider world. Then you may become 
the next Outstanding Student. 

QFIN Alumni Scholarships:



David HO 
Year 3 Student

I had a really good time during 
my exchange program at the 
University of Pennsylvania. Overall 
the experience was amazing, be it 
inside or outside of the classroom. 

On the one hand, the learning experience at UPenn 
was truly eye-opening to me. An Ivy League school 
and housing one of the best business schools in the 
world, UPenn is known for its academic excellence. The 
students there take whatever they do very seriously 
and always strive to give their best. It was simply 
incredible to work with and interact with these people. 
It is the best motivation you can ever have to push 
yourself further to achieve more. 

On the other hand, Philadelphia is a very charming 
city to live in. It is where the Americans declared 
independence in 1776, literally where United States of 
America started. Due to the city’s historical significance, 
everywhere in Philadelphia is like a history lesson by 
itself and provokes a lot of thoughts about democracy. 
It is also very close to New York and Washington D.C., 
two other very important cities of US.

The Overseas Exchange Award has definitely 
supported me to make my experience in The States a 
lot more complete. I was able to purchase some very 
insightful learning materials and visit some important 
sites thanks to the support from the generous donors. 
I would like to take this chance to express my gratitude 
to the donors, whose generosity has made my 
exchange journey a lot more fruitful and unforgettable.  

QFIN Alumni Scholarships:

Overseas Exchange 
Award 2015

TENG Wai Li  
Year 3 Student

I believe everyone would agree that an exchange 
program in Europe wouldn’t be complete without 
travelling and enjoying the laid-back lifestyle. 
However, now when I recall my five-month stay 
in Europe, I am totally surprised how vividly the 
academic experience impacted me. Studying in 
a liberal arts college University College Utrecht in 
the Netherlands allowed me to take subjects that  
I have never imagined myself learning. The content 
wasn’t the only specialty of a liberal arts college, but 
how the lecturers stimulate students’ interest as well 
as contribution in class pinpoints the true value of 
such a college.  Hence, I wholeheartedly encourage 
outgoing exchange students to embrace different 
learning and ethnic cultures during your exchange 
sessions. Have a fruitful experience!



Karen CHEUNG 
2001 Graduate

Nothing is more important than 
"Buy Low Sell High" from the 
investment context. What makes 
Warren Buf fett  successfu l  i s 
nothing more than to always be 
prepared, buying when there is 
fear and selling when there is euphoria. Choosing QFIN 
is one of my best decisions I ever made. I was admitted 
by the QFIN program in the midst of Asian Financial 
Crisis. During that period, the ubiquitous despair 
wreaked havoc on the prospects of the financial 
industry.  During the three-year undergraduate study, 
QFIN gave me a wide spectrum of sound knowledge 
and prepared me well for the financial industry. 
Apart from the academic aspects, I was honored 
to be elected as the first chairperson of the Society 
of Quantitative Finance (QFiS).  I gained invaluable 
experience on leadership and management skills 
through the chairpersonship.

Today, QFIN has emerged as one of the most 
prominent programs and quite a number of 
institutions have also begun to offer similar programs. 
However, being an alumna, I truly believe that CUHK’s 
QFIN is your one and only one choice. Ups and downs 
are inevitable. Get prepared, embrace the challenges 
and adopt the changes. Good luck!  

Karen LAU 
2010 Graduate

I valued the Quantitative Finance 
Program the most for its diversity 
of options. The comprehensive 
yet flexible curriculum laid a solid 
foundation that opened up my 
academic and career opportunities. 
The QFIN Program and placement director supported 
me to take on unique international experiences that 
immensely helped my personal development and set 
me apart from other candidates upon graduation. 

The best of al l  was my exchange year in the 
Netherlands and France. Not only did I become more 
adaptive in multi-cultural environments, but my time in 
Europe also fuelled my passion for art and languages. 

Another highlight was my internship in Paris through 
the Global Internship Program, where I built my very 
first model with the quantitative research team at 
one of the major investment banks. I also worked at 
one of the Big 4 accounting firms in Guangzhou, and 
investment banks in Hong Kong. 

I am now four years into my role as an investment 
specialist at UBS Wealth Management. I work together 
with a variety of clients to construct investment 
portfolios to meet their financial goals. It is a business 
where an analytical mindset, financial knowhow and 
soft skills are needed most - and I am grateful that the 
QFIN Program has equipped me with all these.

Alumni Successful Stories
Since 2001, the QFIN Program has successfully launched our students’ careers in investment, private, corporate 
and commercial baking, consulting, accounting, private equity, venture capital and hedge fund management 
as well as financial services in other major business corporations.



Cason CHAN 
2016 Graduate

As a typical  student,  I  always 
hoped to maximize my exposure 
in the four years of undergraduate 
studies – I wanted to enjoy the 
scenic campus, enrich my global 
experience, hone my professional 
skills in finance, all in one go. When 
I look back, I see that the supported flexibility of the 
Quantitative Finance Program accelerated me to 
accomplish this mission impossible. 

Here the program enables students to tailor-make their 
study paths with large flexibility in terms of timelines 
and courses, while providing strong a supporting 
network consisting of the department, alumni and 
students to be your go-to persons for advice. 

Take myself as a precedent. As a freshman, I joined 
the Society of Quantitative Finance and college 
hostels to enjoy the campus, besides leveraging the 
Quantitative Finance mentorship program to get 
orientation from our supportive alumni. Subsequently, 
I structured my study program to accommodate 
an overseas exchange to the University of Toronto 
in Canada and also participated in business case 
competitions. After that, I gained early exposure to 
the financial industry through several internships with 
the government, global investment banks and private 
equity funds, where I experienced diverse cultures 
ranging from the Hong Kong government through 
Chinese, Japanese, American, European and Middle 
Eastern corporations. Throughout the internships, I 
realized my interest in corporate finance and thus 
slightly tailored my study program towards that end. 
The dual track of the Quantitative Finance program 
and the internships essentially expedited my growth.

Eventual ly,  the sol id training in Quantitative 
Finance also opened the door for me to pursue my 
master ’s degree at the University of Cambridge. 
In essence, my undergraduate studies have been 
a mosaic of campus life, student society, overseas 
exchange, case competitions and internships. It is 
the supported flexibility of the Quantitative Finance 
Program that connects all these together and leads 
to where I am now.

Vivienne MAO 
2010 Graduate

Hi, I'm Vivienne, an alumna of the 
Quantitative Finance Program 
(class of 2010). On graduation I 
joined Goldman Sachs as an equity 
research analyst. Later in 2013 I 
moved to a HK-based hedge fund. 
In my view, Quantitative Finance is the best program 
in CUHK not only because of the knowledge a student 
can learn but also the people he or she can meet 
through this program. I was always encouraged by 
the professors, the administrators, and my fellows to 
explore the possibilities of career and life. The alumni 
network gave me an enormous amount of help during 
my job hunting process. As of today, looking around, 
I am thrilled to see that my QFIN peers are becoming 
the star performers in different segments of the 
financial industry. So, freshmen, if you look forward to 
meeting the most interesting and most warmhearted 
people during your college life, QFIN is the right place!

Jack KO 
2010 Graduate

The QFIN Program has equipped 
me with the analytical skills and the 
foundation knowledge in finance. 
For those who are interested in 
exploring the finance industry, 
this Program has also provided 
excellent career resources and guidance to get us well 
prepared. With the solid alumni network established 
over 15 years, we enjoy listening to plenty of stories 
of a wide variety of career paths. The flexibility of the 
study environment has provided us with opportunities 
to develop our own unique experiences in internship 
and oversea exchange programs.



Advisory 
Committee

The QFIN Program established an Advisory Committee in 2008. The members of this Committee are all seasoned 
professionals in the field of finance and related areas. The Committee provides high level steering on the direction 
of the program as well as help in maintaining the quality and relevance of course content. The Committee also 
facilitates contact with industry for internship and graduate placements, practicums and mentorship programs. 

Co-chairmen
Mr. Martin K MATSUI 
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Reserves Management Department 
Hong Kong Monetary Authority
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Prof. Dennis FAN
Associate Dean (Undergraduate Studies)
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Dr. FAN Kungsheng
President
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Barclays
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Head (Direct Investment and Asset Allocation Divisions)
Reserves Management Department
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Mr. Clement HO
General Manager 
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Mr. Andrew LO
Senior Managing Director and Chief Executive Officer
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Dr. Evans LUI
Professional Consultant
Department of Finance
CUHK Business School

Mr. Wai-Kwong SECK
Chief Executive Officer, Asia Pacific
Global Markets and Global Services 
State Street Bank and Trust Company

Mr. Paul SMITH
President & CEO 
CFA Institute

Mr. Mark TALBOT
Managing Director, Asia Pacific ex Japan 
Fidelity International

Mr. TEE Choon-hong
Managing Director 
Regional Head of Capital Markets, Greater China & NEA
Standard Chartered Bank (Hong Kong) Limited

Ex officio Members:
Prof. Joseph CHENG
Chairman
Department of Finance
CUHK Business School 

Prof. CHOW Ying-foon
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